
 

March 21, 2015 
 
Dear Northwestern Administrators: 
 
I am writing as a Northwestern faculty member, as Director of Graduate Studies and Director of 
Admissions in the Political Science Department, and as a parent, to lend my strong support to efforts by 
our graduate student community to improve the quality of life for Northwestern graduate students with 
families, particularly those with young children.  
 
The student parent group has identified five areas in which action on the part of the University is needed: 
 

• parental leave policy, including fathers, same-sex partners and adoptive parents;  
• childcare support, particularly given the high expense; 
• financial support for low income families; 
• dedicated lactation rooms on campus for nursing mothers; and 
• institutional support for students with children, including better channels of communication and 

education about the rights and benefits of parenting students.   
 
I agree with these priorities and strongly support the initiative to develop a more family-friendly 
environment for our graduate students. Doing so not only will enable Northwestern to recruit and retain 
the most competitive and talented graduate students but will also ensure that the students who are 
amongst us enjoy working conditions that maximize their potential and productivity without jeopardizing 
their important—indeed crucial—roles as parents and caregivers.  
 
In my capacity as Director of Graduate Studies for the past three years I have met with Political Science 
graduate students on many occasions, including in a small informal group dedicated to discussion of these 
very issues and on a panel on the topic of “gender and the discipline.” I have heard numerous accounts 
from students from a variety of backgrounds of the difficulties of assuring that basic needs for high 
quality childcare are met, that financial resources for struggling families are available, and that parental 
leave is taken seriously.  
 
I want to thank you for meeting with the student representatives, and hope you will take immediate action 
in response to their concerns. I would be delighted to help in any way that I can—such as helping to find 
an appropriate space in Scott Hall or nearby for breastfeeding and expressing milk. As a mother of three 
daughters who was forced to feed them in public restrooms on more occasions than I care to remember, I 
can attest to the importance of the issues being raised by the graduate student parents and their supporters.  
 
Today we need forward-thinking policies that reflect an understanding of the enormous demands placed 
on graduate students, particularly those responsible for the well being of young children, and we need 
resources dedicated to meeting those demands in a way befitting a world-class institution such as 
Northwestern.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Elizabeth Shakman Hurd 
Associate Professor of Political Science, Director of Graduate Studies 


