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April 2, 2015 
 
Dear Northwestern University administrators, 
 
Civically Engaged Grads, a graduate student organization, writes to support the Northwestern 
University Student Parent Alliance’s call for increased services and institutional resources for 
graduate student parents. As members of the graduate student community, we recognize that an 
additional burden is placed on those with families while pursuing graduate studies. 
 
We ask campus administrators to consider these primary areas requiring immediate action: 

1. Comprehensive parental leave policy for not only birth mothers, but also fathers, same-
sex partners, and adoptive parents. 

2. Childcare support - a broadening of current subsidized childcare partnerships only 
available in Evanston and downtown Chicago. Many students live in more affordable 
neighborhoods in Chicago and currently cannot utilize these services. We ask that 
subsidies be made available for part-time care, at any licensed child care center.  

3. Additional financial support opportunities for qualifying families. 
4. Additional lactation rooms and spaces on campus in Evanston and Chicago. Specifically 

making existing and future resources more transparently advertised and easier to access. 
5. Institutional support for students with children, specifically a single information source 

regarding the rights and benefits of student parents. 
 
We are a group of Northwestern University graduate students from all disciplines who dedicate 
our time and talents to addressing social problems and engaging in civic life. The current 
situation facing student parents at Northwestern is certainly a social problem that needs to be 
addressed. We are very proud–and not surprised– that two of our board members, Robin Hoecker 
and Matilda Stubbs, are leaders in this effort to improve our academic community.  
 
We thank you for looking into these pressing issues. We encourage the administration to take 
measurable steps to provide meaningful solutions to establish equal opportunities for all of the 
graduate student community at a leading research institution such as Northwestern University.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Civically Engaged Grads (CEG) Board: 

Ruth Martin    Lauren Slubowski Keenan-Devlin 
Tricia England                  Emily Hoffman 
Eleanor Anderson                  Matilda Stubbs  
Robin Hoecker	  


